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it later but failed to do so. I think the
member for Fremantle will wait in vain,
Perhaps the knowledge of banking pos-
sessed by the member for Sussex is even
more limited than I was prepared to be-
lieve.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:
wage sluve!

He was only a

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Hon. G. Fraser and Supply Bill (No. 2),

HON. G. FRASER (West) [438]: 1
I wish to make a personal explanation, The

other day, when the Minister for Mines was .

replying to the debate on the Supply Bill
(No. 2}, I interjected to the effect that he
was not telling the truth, What I meant
to convey by the interjeetion was that the
information being supplied by the Minister,
covering as it did all the ramifications of
housing, including the granting of eivilian
permits and workers’ homes permits, was
misleading se¢ far as the charges I made
respecting the Commonwealth-State housing
scheme were concerned.

[72]

I desire to assure
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the Minister that I had no intention of
casting a personal reflection wpon him when
I made the interjection.

QUESTIONS.

MATERNITY HOSPITALS, FRE-
MANTLE.

As to Shortage of Accommodation.

Hon, E. M. DAVIES (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

. (1} Is the Minister aware that Bundi
Kudja Maternity Hospital, situated at
Hampton Road, Fremantle, will cease to
provide accommodation for maternity cases
at an early date?

{2) If so, will he advise the House what
action the Government proposes to take in
view of the already limited accommodation
available in Fremantle and distriets?

(3) If not, will the Minister have the
necessary inquiries made?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. -

(2) The Government is alive to the faet
that maternity hospital accommodation is
taxed to jts utmost in tbe metropolitan area
and it is expediting additions to the King
Edward Memorial Hospital.

(3) From inquiries it appears that the
proprietress is contemplating sach a step
in Mareh, 1948,

*

RAILWAYS.

As to Late Running of Great Southern
Trains.

Hon. A, L. LOTON (on notice) asked
lhe Minister for Mines:

(1Y Will the Minister advise the cause
of the late arrival (157 minutes) in Perth
on Thursaay the 9th October, of the train
ex Albany?

(2) In replying to my question of the
7th Oectober, the Minister advised that the
delay to the train ex Albany wasg caused
by the engine stalling at the Cuballing bank
due to insufficient steam, Was this also
the eause of the delay at Clackling on the
same day?

(3) If the canse was not the same, what
was the cause?

(4) On how many occasions since the
15th March has a “U” class type of loco-
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motive, while being used to haul either of
the two passengers trains, ie., the 3.15 p.m.
or 7.25 pm. from Perth, had difficulty be-
tween Bellevue and Chidlow and had either
to bank or break load?’

(5) In replying to my question on the
14th October, the Minister’s reply was that
“the employee responsible has been dealt
with.” What does this term imply, and
what was the punishment?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Time lost in Albany-Katanning sec-
tion due to engine steaming badly.

(2) No.

(3) Setting down passengers,

(4) As from the 1st April, 1947, 3.15
p.am. passenger, e¢ight occasiong ount of
thirty; 7.25 p.m. passenger, thirteen oc-
casions out of ooe hundred and five, on
three of which it was necessary to bank.
Earlier records not available.

(3) An official eaution was recorded
againsl the employee concerned.

L]
BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed.

MOTION—RAILWAY OMNIBUSES,
PURCHASE, DELIVERY, ETC.

To Inquire by Select Commitiee,

Debate resumed from the 22nd Oectober
on the following motion by Hon. H. L.
Roche:—

That a Select Committee of five members bg
appointed to inquire into and report upon all
aspects of the negotiations for the purchase
and delivery of, and the utilisation of the
vehicles known as the ‘‘Landliner’’ and
*‘Cheetah’’ omunibuges acquired on behalf of
the Western Australian Government Railways.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [440]: I
intend to vote against this motion because,
firstly, I consider that Mr. Roche did not
make out a sound case; seecondly, we should
not appoint Select Committees unless the
matter to be investigated is of major im-
portance to the people of the State, and,
thirdly, the “Hansard” staff is now fully
occupied, in addition to its parliamentary
duties, in reporting Royal Commissions and
Select Committees, and we could not hold
this Select Committee unless we asked the
members of that staff to overwork them-

[COUNCIL.)

selves, which would be very bad for them
and for the important work they have to do.

The Railway Department is repeatedly
eriticised by the public and by members of
Parliament for not being enterprising, for
being behind the times, and for not catering
for the public. No argument can be adduced
against the proposition that the general
public is entitled to the benefits of motor
transport, and particularly does that apply
fo those who reside in the Great Southern
and South-Wedt distriets, which are com-
paratively near Perth. Those people have
to put wp with slow passenger services and
mixed trains which are very often uncom-
fortable and take a long time on the journey.
The Railway Department, therefore, shonld
be supported for endeavouring to improve
ils passenger-carrying facilities.

Weo must remember that innovations in all
industries meet with oppoesition from con-
servative-minded people. Mr. Roche spoke
of the type of steering. Well, if there were
no experiments, no progress would be made.
My information is that in Victoria not even
semi-trailers are allowed on the roads under
the State law. The reason they were oper-
ating there was because of the pressure of
traffic in the war years. That pressure com-
pelled the Federal authorities to launch re-
gulations to permit of semi-trailer buses be-
ing licensed. I am informed that it is the
opinion of the Vietoriam transport authori-
ties who, of course, have to work under the
restricted legislation of that State, that the
“Landliner” bus was the best of its kind in
operation on the Victorian roads. That
opinion cannot be easily ignored,

According to the report read by the Min-
ister, our experts, Mr. Mills and the Com-
missioner of Railways, and Mr. Howard, the
secretary of the Trangsport Board, who is
not an expert engineer but who should have
extensive knowledge of what the public
wants, and the ex-Minister, travelled on this
bus, which is considered, by those who have
seen and ridden in it, to be a very comfort-
able and modern method of transport, and
much superior to what is in use elsewhere.
The objections to the “Landliner” in Vie-
toria came about because of the heavy hills
timber traffie in that State, but those
objections do not apply here. There are no
hills to mount in the South-West, and 1
have been informed thai no trouble is
anticipated by the authorities with regard
to the traffic that the buses will encounter
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in the services they will be earrying out in
the South-West and Great Southern dis-
tricts.

Before passing a motion that amounts to
& criticism of the Railway Department and
a condemnstion of its progressive policy,
weo should be sure that there is a case to be
answered. The arguments put forward by
Mr. Roche are noi sufficient, nor have they
been reinforced by actnal facts, to warrant
this House appointing a Select Committee to
inquire into & comparatively minor proposal.
Surely the Minister for Railways, together
with the Transport Board, which is a separ-
ate authority, can make the necessary
inquiries, and come to a decision. If the
steering is found to be defective, which is
denied by the authorities, we have the
necessery safeguards, both in the Railway
Depariment and the Transport Board, to
prevent these buses from operating, It is
fair to leave this matter to the Minister.
Together with the Commissioner, it is his
responsibility. We cannot ignore the fact
that the people of the South-West and the
Great Southeérn districts are entitled to
quick and modern transport, and this House
should do nothing to hinder that proposal.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Is this modern trans.
port?

Hon, E. H. GRAY: I am informed so.
Had we stopped any proposed innovation in
regard to motor transport, it would not have
reached the pinnacle of perfection that it
has. One second-hand bus is being purchased,
and I understand that two others are being
built, The total expenditure will be com-
paratively small, and does not, in my opin-
lon, warrant the appointment of a Select
Committee. For these reasons, I hope the
House will reject the motion so that we ean
see these buses in action as soon as possible.
That will be to the great advantage of the
people in the country..

HON. H L. ROCHE (South-East—in
eply) [4.48]: I have been interested in
she arguments advanced against the Select
Sommittee. It seems to me that some
nembers who have spoken egainst the mo-
ion did not have first-hand knowledge of
he vehicle in guestion, the “Landliner’” and
1ave not grasped just what is involved.
Che “Landliner” has been delivered. I
tave no direct knowledge of the “Cheetah”
mses. I understand that two of them have
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been ordered, They are supposed to be
similar to the “Landliner.” I also want to
make clear at the outset that this proposal
has nothing to do with the Daimler buses
which, I understand, were purchased for
the Tramway Depariment. I am concerned
only with three vehicles, namely, the “Land-
liner” and the two ‘“Cheetah” buses which,
I believe, were ordered. Mr. ‘Gray is
concerned that we should in no-way eriticise
the Railway Department, or bamper it in
its road transport services in the Great
Southern district. He need have no con-
cern that T w:sh to de anything of the
kind.

I think I can claim that there would
have been np bus service for Kojonup or
Cranbrook had it not been for the efforis I
made to persuade the Railway Department
to institute it. The service has been.
reasonably satisfactory to date. The de-
partment has, I think, perhaps through eir-
cumstances and perhaps {hrough being
somewhat slow to take advantage of oppor-
tunities, been somewhat restricted in its
choice of vehicles, At the moment it should
have no concern in that regard, as Mr.,
Gray eould have ascertained if he had made
the necessary inquiries, seeing that there are
17 chassis in the State all of which have been
designed for certain country rtoutes that
will be opened up by the Railway Depart-
ment. The first of these buses will be
available in a week or two. For the last few
years the road bus service has been con-
ducted with a semi-trailer vehicle that was
constructed here. Apart from the fact that
that vehicle is somewhat under-powered, it
has given reasonably good serviee. It has
to date done 90,000 miles without any major
overhaul beyond its engine having been ser-
viced and decarbonised. I cannot recollect
one oeccasion on which it has broken down.

I can therefore relieve Mr, Gray’s anxiety
as to my attitude towards the extension of
railway road bus services for the purpose
of assisting the people in the more isolated
parts of the State, That hon. member is
a strong advocate with respeet to experi-
mentation regarding this matter and be-
lieves we should not hold up progress—if
this is progress. I would remind him that
I do not believe that we should lend amy
support whatever to experiments that might
lead to the endangering of people’s lives.
To my mird, this bus is a possible danger
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to both the crew and to those who will use
it, I am not satisfied yet from the evidence
that has been adduced that it is anything
but a dangerous vehicle. A proper inguiry,
such as, I think, a Seleet Committee might
undertake, could possibly remove that fear
from my mind. To date I retain it.

I would also remind Mr. Gray that in
the statement that was given by the Minis-
ter to the House with regard to this pro-
posal, it was indicated that the vendor of
the bus in Vietoria, was anxious to

<ell it Dbeecause he had doubts as to
whether the Vietorian authorities would
renew its license, That very faect is,

I think, a fair indication of the feel-
ings towards this particular job in
Yictoria where it had been tried out.
I know some members are of the opinion
that this is a matter 'that should be left
for inquiry by cxperts and that members
of the Legislative Council are not suffi-
ciently informed on the subject and have
not the requisite technical knowledge.

I would suggest that it this House, or
for that matter another place, is to decline
a yequest for an inquiry by a member, when
any such body to make the investigation
would bave full authority to call for techni-
«val evidence and expert advice concerning
any subject in regard to which those as-
~oviated with it were themselves not highly
<oxpert, many inquiries that have been con-
dueted should not have been bheld. I wounld
remind Mr. Gray, too, that had he in recent
times travelled the road over which the
~Landliner” is driven now—when it is fit
to be driven—he would find that there is
swomsitderable heavy timber traffie with trucks
aver that road, which is a 16 ft. wide bitu-
wern road.

T do not know what is the width of the
Victorian voads over which this vehicle
travelled, but it is safe to assume that they
would not be any narrower than that. It
would also be reasonably safe to assume that
the loads on the timber trucks operating in
Yrietoria, which were regarded as an ohjee-
tion to the “Landliner” operating over them,
wnnld pot be heavier than those bauled from
tha Ah.mile peg on the Albany-road at pre-
went.

Hon. F. H. Gray: But over flot ground.

Tas T T.. ROCHE: T imagine some of
the hil< hetween here and the A0-mile per

[COUNCIL.]

would compare with the hills traversed by
main roads in other parts of Australia. I
do not know if that is 50, because I have
not travelled throughout Australia by road.
Certain specifications are laid down as re-
gards grades in hills, I appreciate the fact
that the Minister said he would not strongly
oppose the move for a Select Committee if
the House desired to appoint one, and I
feel that members are fully entitled to sup-
port the proposal T have submitted. This
particular bus is different from the semi-
trailer vehicle. 13lost of the deseriptions that
the Leader of the House gave us the other
night applied to the other buses that have
not yet been delivered—I refer to the
“Cheetahs”—and not to the “Landliner.” I
have travelled in the latter and so have had
an opportunity to check up on that point.

Throughout the departmental reply, those
in authority coneentrated on what purported
to be the speeial features of the “Cheetah”
bus, bul they did not apply to the “Land-
liner.” The Minister, of course, is depend.
ent upon the department for his informa-
tion and he gave us a eertain amount of
it but there was some that he presumably
has not yet obtained, beeause he did not
mention it. The major reason that impels
me to the conelusion that this bug is not
sufficiently roadworthy as to be fit for the
eonveyance of passengers, is its steering.
The Minister did not tell us that on the
Gith October the bus was taken from the car
barn to run to the Perth Railway Station
to pick up its passengers. On the way, one
of the ruhber hoses on the hydraulic steer-
ing apparatus burst, and I understand the
hus ran on to the footpath. ] ask members
to bear in mind what might have happened
an hour or two later when the vehicle with
passengers ahoard was erossing the Cause-
way or when it was travelling 40 miles or
more an hour throush the heavily timbered
cauntry the other side of Armadale, if the
kose had burst there.

I think we have a responsibility to the
public; T certainly ferl T have to those who
puf me in my place in Parliament and who
are some that will be foreed to avail them-
selves of this partienlar means of trans-
port.  Then amain, the Minister did not
inform ns nf the fart, apart frem what
hannened on the Bth of Oectoher, that on
the 11th October this partienlar bus was 114
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hours late ex Cranbrook on the return
journey to Perth. I understand the trouhle
was a broken petrol pipe. This may have
happened subsequent to the Minister mak-
ing his statement in the House. However,
he did not say that the vehiele broke down
in Cranbrook on Monday, the 13th Qctober.
In that instance I think it shore the wheel
bolts off one if not off both the rear wheels.

The result was that the “Landliner” had
to be left at Cranbrook and a school bus
had to be hired at a rale of 1s. 6d. per mile,
to pick up the passengers for Perth, The
school bus travelled to this side of Kojonup
and another bus which runs through Bod-
dington and Quindanning to Williams where
it stops, picked up the passepgers and took
them on to the semi-trailer at Williams,
which bad been rushed down from Perth.
That wmeant that the passengers arrived
in Perth at 6 p.m. instead of 3.25.
The ‘‘Landliner’’ had to be left in Cran-
brook until the following Thursday. An-
other bus was run through on Wednesday.
On Wednesday and Thursday the bus stops
at Kojonup. On this occasion the hus had
to run to Cranbrook and take down the
driver and, I think, mechanies. The
‘““Landliner’'’ was brought to Perth with
only the driver in if, and no passenger.
Apparently it was not good enough for
the Pailway Department to risk the lives
of any passengers.

The Minister was not in a position to
tell us the condition of the Ford engines
with which the machine is powered, and of
the fact that both engines had been re-
newed. He was not specific in his state-
ment in that respect. One engine had been
renewed aceording to his statement, but I
understand that hoth were renewed. Whilst
that is not of great moment in a job costing
abont £5,000, in the case of a machine which
has just been bought at that high price it is
remarkable that that is one thing that was
not seen to before the vehicle was put into
traffic. The means of propulsien are a
forward engine and another engine in the
rear. There is a novel arrangement for
free-wheeling or for throwing out of gear
the rear engine when the machine is eor-
nering or is glowing down. When it is
operating and the accelerator is used the
rear engine turns over and idles. I under-
stand that it is out of order.
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The connection between the poiwer units
is now rigid, and the rear engine cannot
be thrown out of gear when cornering or
slowing down. The result of cornering is
that there is one enginme pulling and one
pushing around the corner. That may ac-
ecount for the shearing off of the bolts of
the rear wheels at Cranbrook a fortnight
ago. Az the fore part of the machine
is turning the corner, the rear engine is
pushing the rear wheels straight ahead.
That may have something to do with that
particular characteristic of the vehicle. I
travelled on the machine a fortnight ago
and being interested took what note I
could of the conditions. It seems to me
that the strain on the driver on a long
trip is tremendous. He must have both
hands on the wheel all the way, and it does
not seem possible for him even to light a
cigarette.

The set-np reminded me of the driving
of the old T-Model Ford over a rough
road. If that is the eondition of the steer-
ing I understand why the bus in Victoria
left the road and performed the cvolu-
tions to which Mr, Hall so critically re-
ferred the other night, although it was
perhaps in the hands of either an inex-
perienced driver, or one who was thought-
less enough to take one hand off the wheel.
From Perth to Cranbrook is a distance of
200 miles. For & man to have to concen-
{rate on driving a machine of this nature
over that distance, carrying the number of
passengers he very often has, is sufficient, in
the interests of public safety and in jus-
tice to the people who use the wvehicles,
to warrant an inquiry by this House. When
the ‘‘Landliner’’ was first delivered there
was some difficulty regarding licensing by
the State aunthorities. I believe it was re.
garded as over-weight.

A departmental committee consisting of
experts, about whom some members have
so much to say, was appointed, being
brought into existence over a month be-
fore making a report good enough to in-
duce the traffic authorities to license the
machine. TFor the first month it was only
a provisional ficense. I should like to know
why the traffic authorities were not keen
on licensing the vehicle. The Minister in
his statement did not say anything about
that, but I understand that the reason was
that the vehicle was over-weight. Some
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members will reeall that when the machine
was first brought here we had photo-
graphs appearing in the paper, and there
was a great build-up in, respect of this
machine being the biggest passenger bus
in the southern hemisphere. At that stage
it was reputed to seat 54 passengers. I
find now, perhaps in order to bring the
bus within the fraffic regulations, that it
only seats 44 passengers, and instead of-
being one of the biggest buses of this type
in Perth it is one of the smallest. We
were not told anything abont that.

Tt seems to me that the department has
a cynieal disregard for public interesis in
this matter. So long as there is something
good enough to get away with the depart-
ment is prepared to try it out. I will
concede as was indicated in the statement
given to the House by the Minister that
the design of the machine is radical or in
some respects revolutionary. I have no
quarrel with Mr. Gray as regards the ex-
perimental aspect. My quarrel is that
this is being tried out on the public. It
will be a heavy price to pay if the ma-
ehine does not live up to a higher perform-
ance than it has given promise of up to
date.

I was not misinformed, as was stated
by the Minister, in regard to the luggage
space on the vehicle. The luggage space
was originally very much restricted, but
now that the seating aecommodation for
10 passengers has been removed there is
ample lugéage space. That explanation
was not afforded to the House in the state-
ment given by the Minister. So far as my
information goes it seems that in Vietoria
there was only one man driving this par-
tienlar vehicle. It was not considered to be
a vehicle that anyone could take on. Since
the 13th October this machine has not been
back on the road up till possibly yesterday
or today, and then only for experimental
rons within a reasonable distance in the
metropolitan area. There is some talk of
its going to Kejonup tomorrow, and I be-
lieve there will be one or two mechanies and
other people on it to see how it performs.

In asking this House to agree to the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee I am act-
ing in the best interests of the publie, those
who use the bus and abont whom I am con-
siderably eoncerned, The inguiry should es-
tablish the road worthiness of the machine,

[COUNCIL.]

and I think may help to clarify the question
of the responsibility for the purchase of a
machine of this kind if it is lacking in cer-
tain essenlial reguirements, as I think it is.

Question put and 2 division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . 15
Noes . 10
Majority for 5
AYES,
Hon. Q. F. Baxter Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon, H. A. C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hom. J. A, Dimmitt Hon, Q. H. Simpaon
Hon, F. E. Gibson Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. @. B. Wood
Hon. 1. A. Logsn Hon. O. B. Williams
Hon. A. L. Loton (Teller)
” NoEa.
Hon, ¢. Bennetta Hon., E. M. Heenan
Hon, R. J. Boylen Hon, C. @. Latham
Hon, Sir Hal Colebaich | Hon, G. W, Miles
Hon, E. M. Davies Hon., H. 8. W. Porker
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. G. Frager
(Teller.)

Question thus passed; the motion agreed
to.

Select Commitice Appointed.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche resolved:
That the Select Committee consist of Hon.
A. Thomsen, Hon, W. J. Mann, Hon. H.
Tuckey, Hon. W. R. Hall and the mover,
with power to call for persons, papers and
records, to adjourn from place to place, a
quorum to consist of three members, the
Committee to sit on days over which the
Council stands adjourned, and that at the
diseretion of the chairman, the public and
the Press to be admitted and the evidence
taken published, and the Committee to re-
port on Tuesday, the 256th November.

BILL-INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Assembly with an
amendment.

Ny
BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,

1, Child Welfare.

2, Wheat Marketing.
Received from the Assembly.

S

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21st Qctober.
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HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCE (Metro-
politan) [5.20]: I take it that the chief
purpose, or at any rate one of the purposes
of this Bill is to facilitate co-operation be-
tween the town planning authority and the
loeal governing authority, an entirely de-
sirable thing. Amongst the local governing
authorities the one which is by far the most
affected in this matter is the Perth City
Council. That council welcomes the Bill,
but does not consider that the provisions
made for appeal to the eourt are satis-
factory. This is a statement that has been
offered in conneetion with that matter:—

It bas been argued that the proposed amend-
ment by the Minister ‘‘would give a local
authority the right to appesl to a judge of the
Supreme Court against an order issued by the
Minister.”’ However a close perusal of the
Eill ghows that the only appeal that the loeal
authority would have, would be against an
order made by the Minister under Section 18
(2) which is described in line thirteen on page
2 of the Bill as the ‘‘next preceding subsee-
tion.’’ It will be seen that this only givea the
local aunthority the power to appeal against an
order of the Minister made in respect to any
town planning scheme that has in fact been
already formulated and gazetted.

This is not at all satisfactory, as the Council
desires the right to appeal against any order
made by the Minister should it 8o desire before
the scheme is actwally formulated, as it is con-
sidered that the great amount of work entailed
in preparing the scheme, and the desirability
of doing so, may only effectively be diseussed
hefore such scheme is formulated and not after,
and the right of the appeal of the Council
should be provided for in any order of the
Minister made in respeet to a town planning
scheme.

This i3 extremely important to the Couneil
and the Council regards it as a very serious
matter to them. If we are obliged to prepare
a town planning scheme first and them maks
an appeal to the Supreme Court in respect to
the observance thereof, and the whole of such
action is prescribed by the time limit as
drafted in the Bill, namely, ‘‘within 28 days
of service of the order,’’ the Couneil is in a
totally unworkable position in respeet to its
right of appeal.

This is an amendment which I understand
has been drawn up by the Council’s solici-
tors—
- Clavse 4: Substifute the amendment of Sec-
tion 18 proposed in the Bill by ingerting the
following :—
"¢Ingsert n new section after Section 18:—
18A. (1) A loeal authority may appeal
to the Supreme Court, subject to the Rules
of the Court regulating the proceedure to

be adopted for the purpose of such appeal,
in any case of the fellowing cases:—
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If the Minister refuses to
approve any scheme either ab-
solutely or except with modifi-
cations or conditions under
Section 7.
(b) If the Minister makeh any order
or approves any eme under
Section 18.

(2} On such appeal the Court may re-
ceive evidence in any manner which may
seem best for the purpose vf deciding the
appeal on the merits.

{3) The costy of the appeal shall be in
the discretion of the Court.

{4) There shall be no appeal from the
order of the Court.”’

I would ask the Minister to take this amend-
ment into considerafion, I do not suggest
he should commit himself without inquiry,
but T am sure the Perth City Counecil, who
are the people most interested and whose
co-operation with the Town Planning Com-
mission is most essential, are desirous that
this matter should be given consideration.

(a)

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—STREET PHOTOGRAPHERS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd October.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH {Metro-
politan) [5.25]: Tt will be remembered that
a week or two ago. I moved an amendment
to the Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment Bill (No. 1) to provide that local
governing authorities should have power to
make bylaws governing the issuing of
licenses * and the regulating of street
photography. I did so not becaumse I
have any interest in dtreet photo-
graphy. Indeed I am indifferent to what
Rappens in the matter. But I am very
much concerned that it iz a principle of
good government that every matter should
he dealt with by the appropriate authority
and the appropriate authority in a matter
of this kind is undoubtedly the loeal gov-
erning body. Members are apé to raise all
sorts of complaints that the Commonwealth
CGovernment inirudes on what we consider to
bhe the proper sphere of State polities. To
my mind the principle iz the same here,
and it is as bad for this Parliament to lay
down arbitrary rules to local authorities on
matters whieh are the proper provinee of
those local authorities. However, by a thin
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House and a small majority, my amend-
ment to the previous Bill was defeated and
now we have this Bill.

I cannot say I consider it a good Bill. 1
would ask members to turn to page 2 and
they will find that Clause 3 provides that
it shall be unlawful for any street photo-
grapher to do certain things, and above that
is a definition of “street photographer” as
meaning a person who does such and such
a thing in a public thoroughfare, Earlier
still there is a definition of “public
thoroughfare” and excluded from the defini-
tion of publie thoroughfare for the purposes
of this Aect is any street in the City of Perth
which is restricted te one-way wvehicular
traffic. That means that any street restricted
to one-way vehicular traffic js not a public
thoroughfare within the meaning of the Act.
Consequently any person taking photo-
graphs in Hay-sireet or Murray-street
would not be taking photographs in a publie
thoroughfare and would not be offending
against the law even though he did it with-
out any license to take photographs and
defied everybody. This measure would say to
such a person, “You are not a street photo-
grapher becanse you are not taking photo-
graphs in a public thoreughfare. This is not
a publie thoroughfare and you can take as
many photographs as yon like beeanse that
does not make you,a street photographer.”
I cannot imaging that.that was the intention
of the framers of the Bill.

The next objection I have is that this
seems to be a Bill specifically devised for
the creation of monopolies. Every loeal
governing authority is told that it must
issue a certain number of licenses. The
number js one for each 10,000 of the popu-
lation of the district concerned. There must
be an omission from the Bill, becanse I do
not know whether the intention is one for
each 10,000 or any part thereof. I do nol
know whether a district with 19,000 penple
would be permitted to have one license or
not. In the majority of cases the loeat
governing authority would be compelled to
issue one license and one only, because there
are only ahont half-a-dozen loeal governing
authorifies where the population is equal to
10,000 or more. One of these could issue
nine licenses and three of the others could
issue two and two only. All the rest would
be bound to issue one license and one only,
In a good many of the larger towns thera

[COUNCIL.

are two or three, and may be four, photo-
graphers practising, and apparently only
one could get a licence and have a monopoly
advantage over all the others.

-

In Clause 7 there is an extraordinary
limitation in regard to the preference that
s to be granted to returned soldiers. It
is provided that they should be given pre-
ference if they can satisfy such local autb-
ority that prior to the 1st day of April,
1947, they bad been hona fide operating as
or carrying on the husiness of street photo-
graphers.  Why that limitation? Why
should the preference not be absolute and
unrestricted? Except in tegard to eharacter
and fitness to carry on the job, therd
should be no qualification.  The fact that
a man had operated before the 1st April,
1947, should not be an essential qualifica-
tion. 1 do not like the Bill at all, but, if
it is to be passed, I would like to see the
preference to returned soldiers made ahso-
lute. I do not see why anyone but returned
soldiers should be allowed to carry on the
business of street photography. There are
so many defeets in the Bill that I cannot
see my way clear to support it.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[5.31]; 1 support the remarks of Sir Hal
Colebatch. He has put the case clearly, as
it appears to me. I am opposed to street
trading of any deseription and I agree that
it should he the province of the local author.
ity to restrief such trading or nof, as it
thinks fit: T am’'also opposed to the measare
because it makes provision for class trading.
It gives permission for street photographers
to trade, but would keep any other traders
off the streets. One recason why I am op-
posed to street trading is that, as the City
Council and other local anthorities agree,
we should protect legitimate shopkeepers
and others, those who pay rates and faxes
and who are already restricted by the rules
and regnlations made by Parliament and
local governing bodies. I think this is a
matter that should he left entirely fo the
leeal authorities eonecerned.

The measore asks for protection te be
eranfed to a certain class who were trading
in defiance of the law prior to the Bill being
passed.  These men have traded in defiance
of the law and the regulations laid down
hy the City Couneil. Parliament iz now
being asked to give preference to these men,
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and to these men only, which to my mind
is entirely wrong. It has been said that
this measure will affect so many returned
soldiers, but I would point out that in the
legitimate photography business there are
probably up to ten times as many returned
goldiers working, and under the measure
they would be restricted from trading under
these conditions, 1| am opposed to the
measure and will vote against the second
reading.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [5.35]:
Mr. Bolton said that this street photography
busivess is well catered for by the pro-
fessional photographers, but that is not so,
as it is an altogether different kind of phofo-
graphy. People walking along the street
are snapped, as distinet from those who
pose in a studic to have their photographs
taken. I think this is a genuine business
and that we should allow those who like such
photographs to be catered for. ] am not
in favour of hawkerg going from door to
door, canvassing, in competition with shop-
keepers who have to pay high rents, but
the position of the street photographers is
different. T do not think a retnrned soldier
or invalid is doing any harm by carrying a
camera and taking such snapshots, I think
those people should be permitted to do so.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[6.37]: I feel that a lot of fnss is being
made abouf sireet photographers. Street
photography is a modern idea in our com-
munity life and one that T thick this House
might well leave alone. One sees it every-
where one goes nowadays and I think it
would regulate itself, at the present time,
owing to the limited number of suitable
cameras available.

Hon. W. J. Mann: At present!

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I do not think the
number of street photographers should be
limited to one for every 10,000 of popula-
tion. I have recently travelled a long
distance and in almost every eity I wvisited
I saw street photographers operating. 1
do not think I bought a single photograph
from them, though I was snapped many
times and was perfectly at liberty to“buy
the photographs had I so wished. Some
of those who were with me bought such
prhotographs as souvenirs of the places they
had visited. To say that this oceupation
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interferes with the legitimate trade of
professional photographers is nonsense, To
say that a person will not have a
photograph taken by a professional pho-
tographer, because a street photographer
has snapped bhim with a small Leica or
Contax camera, is ridicalous. If one wants
a photograph taken one will go to a pro-
fessional photographer, but on being
snapped when walking along the street one
can please oneself about buying the photo-
graph.

I see no meed at all for the Bill. The
question would resolve itself if lefi to pri-
vate enterprise. We have now more
restrictions than we know what to do with
and I think that to get rid of some of them
would do a great deal of good. If anyone
wishes to start up in the business of street
photography we should allow him to do so.
If he goes broke that is bad luck, and he
ean then start at something else. We should
let this oceupation remain as one upon whielr
anyone can embark if he or she wishes, T
would not like to see it limited to one street
photographer for every 10,000 persons
beeause, as Sir Hal said, that would meap
a epmplete monopoly in almost all our
towns. One street photographer may build
rp sach a reputation that he will get most
of the business, and in that way the prob-
lem will limit itself. If those who wish to
take street photographs break the law by
obstructing the traffic, municipalities or
other loeal authorities ean deal with them,
as has been done in the past. I think it
is within the provinee of this House to
leave thig occupation alone and allow the
position to sort itself out.

HON, C. F. BAXTER (East) [540): I
do not think it is a matter of leaving street
photographers to themselves, as the City
Couneil has objected to them and has prose-
cuted them, and that is why the Bill is now
before Parliament. Those prosecutions took
place, 1 believe, during Dr. Hislop’s ab-
sence. Much has been said in publie, in
another place and here, about interference
with the legitimate trade, but I eannot be-
lieve that street pholographers eonstitute any
opposifion to the professional photographer.
Street photography is really nothing but
an pmusement. I also have frequently been
snapped in the streets and have accepted
tickets, but have never troubled to buy a
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photograph. I see no harm in it and no
reason why the City Counecil should inter-
fere with what 1s really a harmless pastime,
which under the Bill will provide a living
for returned soldiers. I will sapport the
Bill, as I think it is justified, and I do not
believe that street photographers interfere
with people on the sireets, or with the trade
of those who pay rates and taxes and rent
for shops.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.42): T apree with Dr. Hislop that the
yuestion of street photography has been
magnified out of all proportion to its real

_significance. As far as I ean remember there
have been some street photographers operat-
ing in the Supreme Court gardens for years.

Hon. G. Bennetts: That is a different mat-
ter. There people pose for photographs,
but in the other case they are snapped in
the street.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: They are all the
same to me. On rare cecasions I have had
snaps taken. One buys them for a small
fee and in later years they are often found
te have some sentimental value or to remind
ane of some place or cceasion that perhaps
hrings back happy memories. T think the
argument about their interfering with the
legitimate photography trade is absurd. It
will nol hold water. T do not like the Biil.
In principle I support preference to re-
turned soldiers, but I think it is out of place
in a Bill of this kind, The clause limiting
the number of licenses to be granted does
not appeal to me, and the issuing of licenses
to street photographers seems unneeessary,
If the Perth City Council or any other anth-
ority is foolish enough to treat these people
as obstructors of the traffic, I think that
attitude is unwarranted, and almost child-
ish. I do not think the question justifies
the passing of legislation. If legislation is
to be passed, it should be, as Sir Hal pointed
out, within the province of local governing
hodies, but even in that sphere I believe
there are more important things for such
bodies to attend fo than bethering about
these harmiess individuals.

HON. H. TUCEEY (South-West)
[5.44]: I think the Bill is one that might
eagily encourage unfair competition, I
understand that the reason for the measure

[COUNCIL.]

18 that it will afford an opportunity to re
turned soldiers to make a living, but wha
about the returned soldiers who put mone}
into their own premises before street photo
graphy started? It is only recently thal
we have had street photography in thi
State, but we have had professional photo
graphers for a long time. Engaged in pro
fessional photography there are men from
both world wars, as both owners and em
ployees. Seemingly it is desired to put thi
legislation through in order to make thi:
work available to returned soldiers only. 1
do not know whether some speakers woulc
like to have unfair competition confronting
them, I have seen a little of it in the gis
tricts where hawkers have operated to the
detriment of people who pay rates and taxe:
all the year round. In one place, a widow
with two very small children was trying tc
make a living from a greengrocery businest
and, owing to a hawker’s license being issued
that business is liable to be taken away from
her bec#Mse the hawker operates in front o
her premises to sell his goods, I think this
measure could easily bring about unfair
competition, I am not satisfied that some
speakers are conversant with whab is hap-
pening today. They seem to think that these
men are simply operating on the footpaths,
but they are encroaching on the work of
established photographers. I undersiand
they have already got quite a lot of
wedding-party and other similar work that
is not done on the street, at all,

Hon. C. G. Latham: This will not inter-
fere with that.

Hon. H. TUCEKEY: It is likely to inter-
fere with established photographers. If the
public want cheap photographs, they ean
get them from the professional pheto-
graphers at 10s. or 11s. a dozen or, if they
prefer, may pay up to three or four guineas
a dozen. Thus the public is catered for by
the professional photographers who have
heen operaiing over the years, I consider
that Sir Hal Colebatch’s suggestion to have
an amendment inserted in the Munieipal
Corporations Act Amendment Bill was =a
good one, and would have been a step in the

“right direction. 1 canoot see that this Bill

is necessary at all or will do the returned
soldiers any good, because such men have
their money invested in business premises,
or else are apprenticed to the photo-
graphy business. I shall vote against the
second reading,
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HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[5.47]: I cannot help thinking that there
is a good deal more behind this Bill than
has been revealed during the debate. If I
thought that my support wounld enable a
returaed soldier or any other person who is
out of work and has & camera to make a
permanent living, I wonld view the Bill with
much more favour than I do at present. I
understand the position is quite different.
I believe this Bill has been engineered by
some shrewd heads, who will not appear on
the streets to take photographs, but will
employ down-and-out persons s¢ long as they
can hold a camera, press the button and
take snaps. That is what T am told is in
their minds. The persons to appear on the
streets wili not be bona-fide licensees. The
persons who geb the licenses will be the men
behind the gun, who will have premises in
a baekyard and do the developing and the
printing and make the real money out of
the business. I have been told by no less
o person than the spousor of the Bill in
another place that it is proposed that the
person or firm will get the licenses,

Hon. C. G. Latham: QOne license.

Hon. W. J. MANN: There is nothing to
prevent their getting more than one license.
If there are three members of the firm,
they will be able to get a license each.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is not so.

Hon. W. J. MANN:
license may say to the street photographer,
“You take the license and put it in your
pocket, and if you are accosted, you can
produce it” That man will not be the
licensee at all, so that this is merely a sub-
terfuge, The Bill contains a- provision
against the transfer of licenses. Would not
that be tantamount to the transfer of a
license? It is further proposed that when
photographer No. 1 finishes his shift, the
license will be handed to photographer No.
2, who will carry on the good work. Later
in the day, photographer No. 3 may have
the license in his pocket. Thai is what is
behind the business. If I thought the Bill
would kelp an individual to make a living,
I would support it, but I can easily imagine
a person coming along and taking a few
snaps and, if the man with the license did
not like him, he could get another man, and
so the game would go on. Thus the person
actually licensed would npt he the one that
this Bill is designed to help, but it will help

The man with a
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the fellow in smoke or in the backyard,
wherever he operates.

I do not like streef trading of any sort,
and I do not think the community does.
Every week, dozens of men are prosecuted,
not s¢ much for beiting—the charge is not
betting—but for obstruction. Admittedly,
this form of obstruction would be in.
finitesimal, but if a man in a backyard
three chairs from a main street can be
considered guilty of obstruetion, it is
pufting & very wide interpretation on the
term, much more so than eould be aseribed
to a person standing in the street and
snapping passers-by.

What is done regarding street collections
for charitable purposes? In order to ob-
viate the system and the everlasting—I
wag going to say “cadging”—collections
that went on years ago, the Government
rightly declared that the numbér of street
colleetions should be limited and not more
than one per week should be gllowed, Why
wag that done? Was it not to prevent ob-
struetion?

Hon. E. H. Gray:
fraund.

Hon. W. J, MANN: Parily to prevent
fraud, but largely to prevent obstruction—
to prevent people from being pestered to
contribute to this, that and the other thing.
To be consistent, we should say that we
shall have nothing more ,of that sort.

I was surprised to note that Mr. Baxter,
who is 99 per cent. a champion of the man
who has to maintain business premises and
pay rent and rates and taxzes and observe
all the requirements demanded of a good
citizen, on thigs occasion seems to have
stepped on to slippery ground and for the
moment forgotten what he always cham-
pions so valiantly. 'The photographers who
are paying rent for premises have a perfect
right to be protected. Today I heard this
story, which came from the Eastern States:
There, street photographers have become
very impudent. They find out the dates of
weddings and the time a wedding party is
likely to call on a photographer, and have
a battery of cameras ready to take snaps
galore. They do not hand their cards to
the bride or bridegroom; they hand them
to the taxi-driver to be popped in at a
more suitable time later on. Thus they are
“enting largely into the legitimate business

It was to prevent
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of permanent photographers. I do not
think the House would stand for that sort
of thing.

Recently, I attended a wedding and did
not wake up to what was happening until
later. Two photographers were present,
and while the guests were waiting during
the time between the ceremony and the
breakfast, a wide-awake gentleman said,
“Good evening, let us have a shot” He
took snaps, not only of the bride and bride-
groom, but also of most of the guests, and
the next thing I woke up to was the fact
that my wife had an album of these snaps
supplied by this enterprising person. I
notice that Mr, Latham is smiling,

Hon, C. G. Latham: I should think any-
one would langh at anything so silly as
that.

Hon. W. J. MANN: My apinion of silli-
ness apparently differs from that of Mr.
Latham. A man who could not see some
sense in that is more than silly, These ob-
jectionable features have erept in, and we
are asked by this Bill to give street pheto-
graphers legislative protection. 1 consider
that we should not do so, and shall vote
against the second reading. I have heen
told that some people interested in the
photographie profession intend to approach
Parliament at a later date to request the
introduction of legislation to protect their
interests.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And prohibit the
sale of cuameras te private people?

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is
“haoev,” just silly.

plain

On motion by Hon. E. M. Davies, debate
adjourned,

BILL—MUNICIFAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Assembli’s Messuge,

Messape from the Assembly received and
read disagreeing to the amendments made
by the Couneil.

BILL—ECONOMIC STABILITY ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE}.

Seeond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd October.

[COUNCIL.]

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [5.59]: There seems to be some mis-
understanding about this Bill. The measure
does not propose to give the Commonwealth
one ounce of power or authority; it will
not give the Commonwealth Parliament or
the Commonwealth Government anything at
all. 'What it purports to do is to continue
the powers that the Commonwealth now has,
It is thought that action might be taken to
test the validity of the Commonwealth regu-
lations under the four headings of landlord
and tenant, prices, capital issueg and econ-
omic organization. If these regulations are
suecessfully challenged in the courts while
Parliament is not sitting, some difiicalty and
confusion will arise. At present the State
has power under the State Profitcering Pre-
vention Aet to deal with prices of commodi-
ties. The Landlord and Tenant Act deals
entirely with such matters as ejectment, now
covered by the Commonwealth regulations.
But if the Commonwealth regulations cease
to exist some delay and confusion will ensue
before a new set can be promulgated under
the State Acts and the new procedure
defined.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Would it stop pro-
duetion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
not bave the slightest effect on produetion.
At present, every person who has oceasion
to deal with price-fixing knows exactly what
to do and where to go. If in January, while
our Parliament may not be sitling, the Com-
monwealth regulations ccased to exist, it
would he neeessary for us to make regula-
tions under our Profiteering Prevention Act
and put them into foree, and so some con-
fusion would ensue until that was done.
The same remark applies to aetions of
cjectment. We would have to bring into aid
the State Act. ILawryers, land agents and
court officials now know the exact procedure
in ejectment cases, because over a period
of years there has heen a series of decisions
by the varions courts and I think I can
safely say that the law is now settled. Here,
again, confusion would arise if we had to
hring in a new set of regulations. This
legrislation merely empowers the State to
bring in all or any of the regulations that
might exist at the time the Commonwealth
rezulations ceased to function. That is all
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it does. In any event, the Bill will only keep
the parent Act in force until the end of
next year.

Hon. H. Tuckey: There is no gunaranfec
that it will not continue longer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It can-
not, but it gives power to the State Govern-
ment next year to make all the necessary
alterations.

Hon. G. W, Miles: You proclaim it if the
Commonwealth is put out of court?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It will
be proclaimed automatically in that event.
Then we would say, “Very well, we adopt
regulations so0 and s0.” It is all donme
automatieally, simply and quickly. The
alternative is, to get the parliamentary
draftsman to re-draft all the regulations in
accordance with our Acts. Arguments would
inevitably arise, whereas now the law is
settled. “This legislation will not confer
any additional power upon the Common-
wealth; it will give the State power to
earry on price-fixing in the way in which
it is carried on at present. Some differ-
enees of opinion may exist on whether we
ought to continue price control, but we
must all agree that we cannot throw aside
price control by a stroke of the pen. If
must be done gradually. On the question
of land, there is no State Act dealing with
the fixation of the price of land.  'While
all members will agree that the present

arrangements are decidedly unsatisfactory,

nevertheless it would he very awkward if
the regulations were suddenly found fo be
ultra vires or if they ceased to exist.

Hon. H. Tuckey: There is no short sup-
ply of land.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, ner
of buyers. Clever people might take ad-
vantage of the period when the Common-
wealth rerulations ceased to exist and Par-
liament was able to sit again, if this Bill
is not passed.

Hon. J. A, Dimmiti: You, as a lawyer,
do not seriounsly believe that those regula-
tions could be challenged.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
do. Withont giving my personal opinion
I sav there is grave doubt whether the
rezulations should continue to exist or not.
However, let me assume that they eannot
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be challenged, then they might at any
moment cease to exist and chaos would re-
sult. Tf the Commonwealth decides not to
allow the regulations to lapse, no harm
will be done by passing the Bill. What ap-
pears to be in the minds of some members
is the conviction that the Commonwealth
Treasury officials are not acting reason-
ably. If this Bill passes and is imple-
mented, all of those officers wiil presum-
ably be taken over by the State by
arrangement with the Commonwealth, and
then the State departments will have con-
trol. There will then be direct mceess to
Ministers, who will be able to hear and
deal with complaints quickly and simply,
instead of having to refer such matters
to Canberra.

There is another matier with which we
do net deal, namely, interest rates. These
have been kept low, and I think rightly
so. If the regulations governing. interest
ceased o exist at any moment, inferest rates
might rise to any height. A large num-
ber of mortgages are still eurrent and are
affeeted by the regulations. It might he
thought that some confusion and trouble
would arise over interest rates. I there-
fore ask members to pass the Bill in order
to avoid any possible confusion thai might
ensne if the Commonwealth vaeates this
form of government, legislation or rule. The
legislation is essential for the welfare of
the people and to give Parliament an op-
portunity to consider the whole matter at
leisure, if T may put it that way, instead
of possibly being called together snddenly
to enact legislation to deal with the inter-
vening period. It is quite within the
bounds of possibility that, should the Com-
monwealth eease to fdnction in these mat-
ters, a special session of Parliament will
have to be held during the period when
nsually Parliament is in recess. This is a
precantionary measure only and I ask mem-
hers to vote for it.

e ——

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. - 16
Noes .. .. .. . 10
Majority for - - 6
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AYES,
Hon. 3. Bennetis Hon, E. M. Heengn
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hoon, W. J. Magn
Hon, H. A, Daffen Hon. 3. W, Miles
Hon. E. M. Davnea Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. @. Fraser Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. F. BE. Gibaon Hon. Q. B. Williams
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. G. B, Wood
Hon. W. R. Hpll Hep. R. J. Boylen
{Tellor.)
NoEs.
Hon. Sir Hu] Colebatch | Hon, L. A. Logan
Hon, L. Craig Hon. A, L. Loton
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt Hon. H. L. Roche
Hoa. J. Hislop Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. Q. G Latham Hon. . H. Simpson
(Teiler)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams called attention to
the stafe of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 12:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : This clause deter-
mines the period during which the measure
will operate. I still cannot understand why
the Minister ig not prepared to bring down
the necessary legislation to give this State
the right to operate under an Aet which
it had passed itself. It is unfair to ask
the people of Western Australin to agree
to legislation of which they know nothing.
There are two Acts on the statnte-book, gov-
erned by the legislation we are now passing.
They are the Fair Rents Act and the
Profiteering Prevention Act.

The Minister for Mines: I de not want
to interrnpt, but we do not want a second
reading speech. It is only a question of
whether this clause shall stand.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I appreciate that
there might be some opposition from the
Minister, but T can speak on the third read-
ing if there is any objection now.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. member
wish to move an amendment?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If I thought there
was any chance of having one carried 1
would.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
moves an amendment he ean speak to it,
otherwise I must ask him to refrain.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. C. H. SIMPSOX: I agree with
what Mr. Latham hag said. This measure
was discussed last year. I move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 2 and 3 the words ‘¢ ‘Qctober’

in line two, the word ‘December,” and for the
word?’ be struck out.
The effect of my amendment is that the Act
will be continued until the 31st October next
year instead of the 31st December. That
will allow the continnance Bill to be brought
forward in sufficient time for a full dis-
cussion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The rea-
son why we are proposing to continue the
Act until December is that it is extremely
diffienlt to get the necessary legislation
drafted and passed through both Houses by
the 31st October. Today is the 28th Oetober,
and this Bill, to become law, bas to pass
all stages, be printed, and go through various
other formalities before His Excellency as-
sents to it. We have very little time now
to do all that. We do not know what is in
store for us at the beginning of a session.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We might be at war
with Russial

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
might be anything, I frust members will
feave the measure as it is.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As the position
is now being eontrolled by the Common-
wealth Government and that will continue
until the end of the year anyhow, it is not
necessary to force this legislation through
by the 31st of this month. If any aetion
were to be taken, it would have to be
through the eourts, and it would take at
least a month or six weeks to do that. For
that reason, the excuse offered by the Min-
ister is vague and cannot be considered
reasonable. I support the amendment. I do
not think the legislation is necessary. The
regulations will not bg circulated any more
than they are today. There is only one place
that T know of, outside of a lawyer’s office,
where they can be oblained, and that is at
the Commonwealth Treasury.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I draw
attention to the fact that this is anothm
second reading speech.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: All Jegal
aunthorities, and persons who know anything
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at all about the construction of statutes,
mtirely disagree with Mr. Latham. The Act
which we propose to continue will disappear
on the 31st October. Therefore it has to he
re-enacted before that date. Members may
recall that owing to an oversight the Dried
Truits Act expired by effluxion of time, with
he result that there has been considerable
lifficalty in having it revived. We now have
o go throngh the whole process of bringing
lown a new Bill. I trust that members
vill bow to the opinion expressed by com-
setent people.

Hon. . H, SIMPSON : Last year the Act
vas to expire on the 31st December. The
.ontinnance Bill was brought to us two days
efore the end of the session. Everyone who
poke complained about the lack of time
n which to consider such an Important
peasure. If the Minister would give some
ssurance that a continuance Bill will be
rought before us in time to be considered,

would withdraw the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
uite understand what assurance is required,
ut quite obvionsly any Bill introduced by
he present Government will be brought
srward in time to give every member an
pportunity to discuss its contents.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON : On the Minisfer's
ssurance, I beg leave to withdraw the
raendment,

The CHAIRMAN: Is it the wish of the
ommittee that leave be given?

Hou. C. G. Latham: No.

The CHAIRMAN: There being one dis-
mtient voice, leave not granted.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3, Title—agreed to,

Bil]l reported without amendment and the
port adopied.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd October.

HON. ¢. G, LATHAM (East) [7.43]:°1
 not intend to oppose the Bill. I hope,
wever, the Minister wil] give us time to
>k into some of the amendments. I do
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not know how far I will be allowed to dis-
cuss the parent Act. In view of the fact
that the proposed amendmenis are scatiered
widely through the Act, and have a bearing
on various portions of it, I ask that some
jatitude be given me in the remarks I am
about to make.

It is most exztraordinary that this legis-
lation, which' has been passed for some
considerable time but has not yet been pro-
claimed—which is just as well—will still
contain some very harsh provisions, even if
we pass the amending measure now before
ws, It is on that account that I propose
to raise my voice this evening. Seetion 147,
Subsection (5) forms portion of Part IV,
which deals with directors and managers.
It proposes o amend Subsection (5)
which reads—

Any person being a shareholder or director
of a company to which he, hia wife or child
ig indebted in a sum equal to the nominal value
of his shares held by him in such company or
the amount subscribed on such shares, which-
ever ig lower, shall not act as a director either
in persom or by his agent, servant, or employes
of or directly or indirectly take part in or be
concerned in the mgnagement of a company or
any of its business, and any person so acting
shall be puilty of misdemeanour within the
criminal code and be liable to imprisonment
with hard labour for ome year.

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt: What section is
that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is Subsee-
tion (3) of Section 147,

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Is that in the Bill¢

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No; it is in the
principal Aet, I have looked through other
Acts giving control of companies within -
Australia and I have nof yet finished perus-
ing the British Act. I can find nowhere
any provision that makes a person a
criminal simply because he has dealings
with a firm of which he is a director and
in connection with which he is running an
aceount that is in excess of the nominal
value of the shares held by him in the
eoncern.

The Minister for Mines: That is not pro-
vided for in the Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, but it deals
with the same subject as one of the amend-
ments.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Which amendment?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then there is
Section 150 as well as Section 151. Again
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Section 148 deals with the managers and
directors of a ecompany.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: On a point of order,
Mr. President, the matter the hon. mem-
ber is discussing is totally irrelevant and
is not referred to in the Bill. I think he
is out of order.

The PRESIDENT: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will confine his remarks to merely a
casnal reference to such matters.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is for the
reason that has been suggested that I am
putting the point to the Minister. I pro-
pose to make a further search of existing
legislation with a view to plaeing additional
amendments on the notice paper while the
Bill is before the House. That is what T
was suggesting when the point of order was
raised,

The Minister for Mines: That would
mean amending the Title because the
matters you are discussing are beyond the
scope of the Title.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : We would merely
have to add the number of the sections 1
have mentioned, and it would not involve
much alteration. While the legislation is
before the House, 1t would be just as well
to effect other alieraiions that shoumld he
made,

The PRESIDENT: Order! It would he
neeessary for a motion to be earried by the
House so that the matter counld be put in
order, ’

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is what I
was going to discuss. 1 am not gquite aun
fait with the Standing Orders of this House.
I guite understand that it will be necessary
for a motion to be before the House and
T hope some member will move aecordingly.
There is another section that requires
amendment beeause it is provided that no
payvment shall he made to a director except
by consent of sharcholders at a general
meeting. .

The Minister for Mines: To which por-
tion of the Bill are vou referring?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is not in the
Bill but in the same part of the Act.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will please confine his remarks to the Bill.

Hon. ¢ G. LATHAM: In that case I
shall have to get a motion dealing with that
phase a little later on. The amendment-

{COUNCIL.]

already proposed are quite necessary excey
perhaps in some respects as regards the w
of the King's English. They seem to t
rather trivial and do not amount to mue
The important point is that the Bill befor
the House is inadequate in respeet of tt
general amendments that I think are
quired to the Aet itself., That is why
consider the House should look furthe
into the matter before the Act is finail
proclaimed.

On motion by Hon. C. B. Williams, de
bate adjourned.

BILL—STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seecond Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd Octobey

HON. B. M. DAVIES (West) [7.50]
It is not my intention fo raise any objec
tion to the Bill, but there are one or tw
phases T would like to have an opportunit;
fo disruss.  First of all, provision is mad
for an inerease in the personnel of the Com
mission.  One of the new appointees i
{0 be a lady and the cther a representativi
of ex-Servicemen’s organisation. I have nc
objection to the proposed addition in eithei
instance. ’

Hon. ¢. B. Williams: Do not you thin}
the lady would be beiter at home cooking
the lunch or tea for her hushand or her sons!

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: If the hon. mem
ber considers himself eligible to take ths
lady’s place, no-one will raise amy objec-
tion.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I am a goed eook
bat some of those nitwit women who wanl
to get on the Commission do not feed their
femilies,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is my idea of
it,

The PRESIDEXNT:
will keep order.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES; Some members of
the fair sex are enidowed with as much in-
telligence as some of the male sex.

Hon, C. B. Williams: They should be
at home breeding children ard cocking food
for their families and not getting on boards

The hon. member
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and commissions,  They should not even
be Justices of the Peace like those who sit
on the bench at Fremantle and—

The PRESIDENT: Order. I must ask
the hon. member to maintain order.

Hon. €. B. Williams: T am a little deaf
in ong ear, Mr. President, and so I will,
leave the Chamber.

Hon. E. M, DAVIES: As I was remark-
ing, some ladies are endowed with as much
infelligenee as that possessed by some of
the male sex.  Providing the Government
appoints the right type of lady, possibly
she may be of advantage at this particalar
time in furthering what we, as a Parlia-
ment and as individuals, are, in common
with the members of the Housing Commis-
sion, cndeavouring te do in finding wavs
and means of securing more houses for the
people generally., I feel that with the ap-
pointment of a lady to the Housing Com-
mission she may, with her ideas regarding
the establishing of a home, be able to bring
hefore the Commission ideas that have per-
laps been overlooked in the past.

There is one point to which she may
direct particular attention. I refer to the
exorhitant charges for electric light con-
samed a{ some of the tenements provided
as the result of the conversion of military
luts into flats.  In some instances 25s. per
month is being paid for eleetric light. That
does not seem to be at all equitable and some
better arrangement could be provided. As
for the appointment to the Commission of
a representative of the ex-Servicemen’s as-
sociations, there are some returned men who
may consider that they have not received the
consideration they are entitled to and with
direet representation on the Commissior
they will have & voice in what is being done
in that regard.

I believe the members of the Housing
Commission are out to do their best to deal
with the existing very diffienlt housing posi-
tion. Baut, in my opinion, it may be neces-
sary either in the near future or some time
hence to appoint an advisory committee
representative of all sections of both Houses
of Parliament. I believe that by adopting
that course, possibly some of the very diffi-
enlt phases of the question could be broughi
more forcibly under the notice of the Hous-
ing Commission. Without risking a
charge of being parochial or partisan,

1731

1515

I may claim that in the provinee I represent
the housing question is very acute.

I-want members to realise that in the
early days, the West Provinee represented
the only section of Western Australia where
there was any appreciable population. In
consequence, many hounses there have now
reached the stage that they are definitely
sub-standard and should be condemned.
Many people are compelled to live thera
under conditions that ordinarily they would
not be expected to put up with, The local
authoritics are very reluctant to condemn
the houses because the people inhabiting
them have nowhere else where they could find
accommodation. I trust the Goverument and
the Ifousing Commission with its new per-
sonnel, will de their utmost to do something
that will overcome the very difficult sitna-
tion in which we find onrselves at the
moment.

Notiece of his intention to move for the
deletion of certain Government officials from
the personnel of the Commission has heen
given by Mr. Baxter. I am not entirely
in agreement with that hon, member because
I belicve those officers who hold impertant
administrative positions in the serviee of
the State and particularly one who has his
finger on the finaneial pulse, should be mem-
bers of the State Commission, Apart from
the fact that materials and labour are
necessary for the building of homes, it is
also essential that the financial side of the
problem should have representation on the
Commission. I believe that the twe
Government officials who are at present
members of the Commission should be re-
tained and that the next 12 months at any
rate will give Parliament an opportunity to
determine exactly what the Commission bas
becn able to do in the intervening period.

Tt is my opinion that with the increase
in the membership of the Commission the
whole matter may be in a better posi-
tion 12 months hence than it is in today.
The otber point in the Bill refers to the
agreement that may be entered into between
the State Housing Commission and a
local aunthority with respect to road making.
I have not much to say on that point be-
cause I know from experience that where
a local authority makes land available to the
Commission for the erection of homes, an
agreement has always been reached between
the Commission and the loeal authority con-
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cerned with a view to sharing the cost of
construction of roads and footpaths. The
Bill therefore merely makes legal what bas
already taken place prior to the introdue-
tion of this amending legislation, and this
will be of benefit to both the Commission
and the local authorities.

HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central) [7.59]:
In rising to speak on the Bill, I do sq with
the objeet of supporting the remarks of Mr.
Baxter. I for one cannot see how seven
people are going to do what five cannot. The
proposed alteration in the personzel of the
Commission will not improve the position
one iota. Mr. Baxter also suggested that
two of the present members of the Com-
mission should be replaced by others. It
has heen said that the Commission has done
a good job. It probably has; but if the
members had had available the time neces-
sary they could probably have done a lot
better. When men are oecupied in positions
such ag some members of the Commission
hold, which are full-time jobs, it is impossible
for them to give their attention to anything
else. In the case of Mr. Reid, who is Under
Treasurer, it should be noticeable to every-
body that he has a full-time job. Again,
Mr. Clare, our Principal Architeet, must
have a full-time job. So what time can
they spend on this housing business? - It is
impossible. I think a lady could probably
do a good job on the Housing Commission,
provided we had the right one and she bad
the time, and the same applies to tho
R.S.L. representative.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: We conld not remove
the Under Treasurer.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We must have
people with time to devote to the job.
Members go to the Housing Commission and
find that there are two or three bottle-necks,
50 what ean they do? They have to leave
the meeting and go to their own depart-
ments and let someone else straighten out
the bottlenecks. If somebody were ap-
pointed to the Commission who had time to
delve into these problems, they would be
cleaned up a lot guicker than is the esse
today. T support Mr. Baxter’s remarks that
at least two of the civil servants on the
Commission should be repiaced by men or
women with more time to do the job. There
are plenty of other people with more leisure
than has Mr. Clare, for instance, and who

[COUNCIL.]

are just as capable of carrying out the dutie
he is undertaking today.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There are plenty o
architects in Western Australia.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I suggest the Hous
ing Commission has a full-time task in fron
of it. Unless the members have the time ¢
do the job, it cannot be done properly. Tha
is why I support Mr. Baxter’s remarks.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [8.3]
I have to justify my interjections. I an
uiterly opposed to any woman being or
any commission. T see the Government ha:
appointed one to the Betting Commission
As far as I know from her public remarks
she is opposed to betting. I think wome
have a place in another sphere.

Hon. E. M. Davies: A very imporiani
place, too!

Hen., C. B. WILLTAMS: Yes, and it &
not on a Housing Commission! Not in posi
tions which mean thal they take the poo
oid man home a tin of meat and a tin
opener. They are in the home fo cook the
food and breed kids!

Members: Oh?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Well, to rem
the race! TUnless the Jadies do that, wherc
will Australia Gnish? Where will Westerr
Australia finish? Squaring off the womer
—that is all politicians are doing! Jusi
because one Labour woman got inte Parlia.
ment in this State and one in Queensland.
not a Labour woman, and one from Tas.
mania! The last one at least did her duty,
as I look to all women to do their duty
She had reared a family and is entitled to
speak in the Commonweaith Parliament.

Hon. E. M. Davies: How do you know
the lady appointed to the Commission would
not be of a similar kind?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: TIf she has
enough children she should be home looking
after them. I know what happens about
Fremantle, and all about thege Oslo lunches,
but T am opposed to women being anywhere
than in the home. If Australia does not
wake up and if its womanhood does not
wake up—I see it along my street and in
my own family!—tbe only people who will
populate this country will be Italians and
Slavs. The Australian women do not popu-
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late the country. They want to be on

boards.
Hon. E. M. Davies: They want homes.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber has no right to squenl about the lack
of homes. .

The PRESIGENT:
Chair!

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Any Labour
man in this place or in another House who
squeals about no homes for the people should
be ashamed of himself. Our Government
was in power for 14 years. We have seen
this happening.

Hon. E. M. Davies: I thought you brought
a Bill down to—

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Do nof think
anything about me! Think about yourself!
The utter hypocrisy of talking about lack
of homes when we were 14 years in power
and did not do anything about it! I agree
with Mr. Logan. Mr. Reid is Under
Treasurer. I understand he is an honour-
able gentleman. I have nothing to say against
him or the others”on the Commission. They
are all honourable men. But our Government
put one man in a dozen jobs. We put Mr.
Reid in several jobs, and there are too
many men with several jobs—

Hon. E. H. Gray: Mr. Clare.

-The Honorary Minister: Mr. Shapeott.

Member: Mr. Millen.

Hon. L. B. Bolton; Mr. Stitfold.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I have the lot
now! They were all put in jobs. We never
squealed, never made any fuss. Not ostens-
ibly. What we may have done in our Party
meefings is another matfer. We have seen
what has happened. Members can say what
they like and think what they like. Through
the Workers' Homes Board or the people
in control of housing, we have, reluctantly
at all times, voted for power for these
people to have the right to say who shall
gef a home. We have done it reluectantly
because we knew what was going on,

A man named Graham in another place
has drawn attention to what has happened,
and he is a supporter of the Government that
was in power fom 14 years. Let us be
honest, if we can, as members of Parlia-
ment. We should know what has happened.
We all know, each and every one of us——

Please uddress the
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_and we would say so if we were honest—
what has happened. The other day Mr.
Fraser spoke his mind and did it well as
far as the people in slum areas are con-
cerned. He spoke his mind well and truly.
The only tHing is that he spoke out of his
turn. I am not running Mr. Fraser down.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C.- B. WILLIAMS: T have my eye
on you at all times, Sir! Mr. Fraser spoke
well and truly; and whether he spoke late
or not, this Government should take heced
of the position of the people in those slum
areas, who were forced to go there, They
are family people and should get greater
cousideration than publicans’ sons who have
plenty of woney. I will give this Govern-
ment all eredit. It is not to blame for the
whole position; but there are some people
on the Housing Commission who should be
shifted, and I make this accusation seriously.
I am going to link it up with my remarks on
this Bill. When this Government came into
power, there was some chap who had the
costing of motorcars. He got sick leave
and all that. He is still in the service. He
pever complained to any member of Parlia-
ment that I know of. Thiss Government
shifted that individual. Yt put some other
man in his place and seni his motorear
to the people who wanted it.

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon, mem-
ber please conneet his remarks with the
Bill?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: I will
graft.

The PRESIDENT : Will the hon. member
please connect his remarks?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Ii is graft with
this Bill and graft in connection with the
Housing Commission. Members can mutter
aend do and say what they like. There is
nobedy who can gainsay whai Mr. Graham
has stated in another place. 1 know person-
ally what has happened. T am not blaming
this Government. That is why I fall fou!
of Mr. Fraser. His argument was good, but
-it should have been advanced this time last
year, not when another Government is in
power.

Hon, G. Fraser: It has oniy happened in
the Jast six months.

Members: Oh!
The PRESIDENT : Order!

It is



1518

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: T am glad you
called them to order, Mr. President, because
it is not my place to do it. It is very wreng
for any Lahour man in this or another
House to criticise what is taking place now.
Woe sat back, all of us, and saw what was
happening. Mr. Fraser knew what hap-
pened in Fremantle; that houses were not
heing built by our own crowd.

Hon. G. Fraser: They were being built
by our erowd.,

IHon, . B. WILLIAMS: All right! I
do not want to turn up last week’s “Han-
sard.” I would not be allowed to do so,
anyhow; but I rememher what the hon.
member said. He made a good speech, bhut
at the wrong time. I am not prepared to
mive the R.8S.L. a special representative on
the Commission, What right bas the R.8.L.
to be represenied?

Hon. E. M. Davies: Nobody suggested
the R.8.L.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I wish the hon.
member would talk more straight when he
is interjecting. T am not talking about them
in his way, but in my own way.

The PRE§IDENT: Please address the
Chair! '

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Why, Sir, do
you not keep these interjectors in orvder? I
do not see any reason why the Housing Com-
mission should not eonsist of members of
each party in Parliament, instead of eivil
servants. I am not interested in eivil ser-
vants or women,

Hon. E. M. Davies: You were once!

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: If you want to
take me that way, all right; but I am talk-
ing politically, What I am saying is, T am
not intercsted in women heing on any hoard.
They are a damned nuisance at any time!
That is my idea of them, and I have had
a fair experience. T will take it the wide
way or the narrow way. Put a woman on
anything and she will upset it. If she has
good looks all the other b—— members of
the Commission—

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon.
member please resume his seat? I wonld
ask the hon. member to keep his language
within reasonahle bounds,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am sorry. I
meant to say “bally” All the other bally
members of the Commission, if she is a

[COUXCIL.)

good looker, that is the end of them! It
has always been the same in all walks of
life. My argument at the moment is that
women are the mothers of our race and
they should be kept to that, I am probably
old-fashioned cnough to believe they are
there for that purpose, Why do they want
to oet into politics and sit on commissions?
I definitely oppose the appointment of
women to any hoards at all, No-one has
greater respeet for women than I have, but
what does o woman know of housing? Tf
this Government appointed a woman to the
ITousing Commizsion, she would be a wealthy
woman, probably the owner of flats,

Hon. B. M. Davies: I said *a suitable
woman.”

Hon, C, B. WILLIAMB: A suitable
woman always gefs married. A schoolteacher
would be a suitable woman, baut who would
the Government put on such a Commission?
T had a son-in-law discharged from the
Forces during the term of office of the
Labour Government, He owns a geod block
on the main Guildford Road, and bhad a few
hundred pounds available, but the Workers’
Homes Board told him to come back ia two
yvear's time, He is a married man and his
wife is expecting a third child soon. I know
of one person who sold a home at Shenton
Park for £1,700, and yet was able to get
another home. One of my brothers-in-law
got a home though he has only one child, of
14 vears of age. I have two other sons-in-
law who fought for their epuntry, but they
cannot get homes. The only board or com-
mission that would be of any use in the con-
trol of housing would he one responsible to
the electors, one eomprised of members of
Parliament, Why delegate that work te
eivil servants or peaple who ean make money
out of it? It is an open story that if one
puts an envelope in certain places, one can
get anything.

The PRESIDEXT: I suggest that the
hon, member should not attack people who
eannot reply.

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: I do not wish
fo disagree with your ruling, Sir, but T am
bere under privilege to say what I wish, so
long as I do noi tell a wilful lie, T am
here, representing the people, to express my
views as a member of this Parliament, and
I am the one who must stand up to what
I say, If you insist, Sir, I will mention
names, but that will only make it worse
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for the persons concerned. You, Mr. Presi-
dent, know as well ag I do that there was
a man sacked from a position in control of
the release of motor cars.

The PRESIDENT: We are dealing with
the Housing Commission,

Hon, C. B, WILLIAMS: I know of no
better commission to govern housing today
than one composed of members of Parlia-
ment. I would not have civil servants on it.
We have heard Mr. Reid, Mr. Bond and
others getting the blame, and there is no
question but that a lot of men will resign
and leave the country before the Royal
Commission is appointed, I say it is erook,
and I will prove it in my own way and
time. I emphasise, for the last time, that
the only people who should be in charge of
housing are members of Parliament. Then,
if there wag anything wrong, they could be
taken to task by the people. I have listened
to members enlogising those in charge of
housing. I listened to a gentleman who has
gone to another place, and I do not blame
. Mr. Reid, Mr. Bond or anyone in particular,
but we all know that somebody did wrong,
no matter whether it was Mr. Reid, Mr.
Bond or their subordinates. It amounts to
this, that one gets the sack if one is not
efficient in the Labour Party, and that is
what zhould happen in the case of the Hous-
ing Commission. I sapport the remarks of
Mr, Logan, 1 am not squaring off for the
Lahour Party. They were in power for 14
vears, and we all knew what was happening.
The present Government ecan take it from
me that F never said a harsh word against
it. This went on in our time, and thaf{ was
whep Labour members should have done
something ahout it.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—AMletropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [8.20]: T am afraid that munch of
the debate has been on matter that could
be dealt with in Committee, and I will
therefore not traverse all the remarks made
by members, I thank Mr. Davies for his
references. He appreciates the position with
which we are faced in the matter of hous-
ing, and I assure him that the Housing
Commission realises the shortage of houses
that exists in hig provinee; but it is faced
with many difficulties. I come pow to the
desire to include a woman on the Commis-
sion. Women comprise half the eleetors of
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both Houses. They have the franchize and
full citizens’ rights, and so the present Gov-
ernment thinks they should be represented
on boards where they can be useful.
Surely the Housing Commission is a most
appropriate body to which to appoint g
housewife. It is the housewife who lives
in the home, while the breadwinner only

_veturns for the evening meal and for his

bed and breakfast, The housewifa is there
for 24 hours a day, and surely her advice
would be invaluable to such a Commission.
She would be able to assist it considerably.
The great majority of applicants for homes
are returned soldiers, and it is only right
that they should be respresented by one of
their own number. It is suggested that the
Government should just pick out a returned

. soldier and put bim on the Commission,

but the returned soldier member will be a
man fully qualified to assist the Commission
and will he an extremely useful member
of it.

It has been suggested that some of the
civil servants should be taken off the Com-
mission, but that is a matter which I do
not think I should discuss at present. [
would rather deal with that aspeet in Com-
mittee. The Bill at present suggests that
the number of members of the Commission
be inereased to seven, and it has been said
that that number will be unwieldly, The
powers that be, and those who know most
about it, do not consider that seven will he
anwieldy but will be of great nssistance in
the varions ramifications of the work of
the Housing Commission. There will be
plenty of work for all members of the Com-
mission.  Several members during the de-
bate have given instances of how houses ean
be built more cheaply. Many people have
told me how houses could be built at re-
duced cost, quicker, in larger numbers, and
so on, hut in every instanee that I know
of where investigations have been made, the
facts have not borne out such statements.
Mr, Tuckey said a house could be built for
£600. Tf he will go to the Housing Com-
mission and give it full details, T am sure
he will be reeeived with open arms.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That was the cost of
building at the mill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Thal is
what T have said, When we investigate
such allegations there is always a “but”. In
this case it is that the house was built at a
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mill, probably of green timber and with
no wash basins, bath and so on.

Hon. H. Tuekey: I said that the mill
people told me they could build it for
£600,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One
man said houses conld be built for £500,

but investigations proved that to he untrue..

If Mr, Tuckey will give the Housing Com-
mission foll details, so as to assist in
solving this difficnlt problem of finding
houses for the people, it will be very
grateful. There are great inereases in the
cost of housing. When a contractor is
asked to build a house, obviously he can-
not afford to lose on it, and must make Some
profit for himself. He cannot make a profit
if his workers have lost time, as they must be

" paid, We ecannot expect the workers to
work hroken time, without pay, as they also
must live, The broken time is brought
about by the shortage of materials.

We have to import a great quantity of
housing materials, which are in short
supply for various reasons. The principal
reason for the shortage is that output is
not now nearly as great as it used to be.
People are not working as hard as they
once did. It may be—as I have been in-
formed—that with excessively high taxa-
tion, when people have earned a certain

,amount per week, they cease work. As each
worker stops or slows up, so the supply of
materials diminishes, less being produced.
The less materia] produced throughout
Australia, the less there is in Western Aus-
tralia. The Government sent the Honorary
Minister to the Eastern States and she
secured all sorts of supplies such as gal-
vanised jron, nails, baths and so on, but for
some petty reason the lumpers decided not
to load the ships, and vessels were held up.
When they did load the vessels they worked
at a very slow speed, with the result that
the ships took longer to furn round.

Vessels are not available in great num-
bers to bring such goods here, and that
creates a still greater shortage. It is no
use talking about any Government not
building houses. T.et us get down to bed-
rock and prevail on the workers to pro-
duee. They ask for the price of houses to
be reduced, but I would point out that we
cannot build houses cheaply when all the
requisite materials have risen in price and

[COUNCIL.]

we bave to pay the workers in the indus-
try so muchk broken time, due to materials
not being available, which in turn is largely
due to fellow unionists not working owing
to some petty dispute. Take the recent dis-
pute. Members of the union in Fremantle,
loyal unionists who had never had any
trouble, were thrown cut of work, and the
lampers were also thrown out of work be-
cause a union in the Eastern States said it
would not allow any goods to go to Western
Australia until the local union ceased to
exist. That is the sort of thing we have to
put up with. Do not blame any Government
for that. Blame the worker for not pulling
his weight and giving a fair deal to his
fellow-worker.

Hon. G. Fraser: The present Government
blamed the Labour Goveroment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Labour Government represented the very fel-
lows I am referring to.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Nearly all the workers
were at the war, .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am glad
to hear the hon, member say that because
my impression i that, during the war years,
the lumpers did not pull their full weight.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Minister is treading
on dangeroms ground. I should like to give
him a fair hearing, but our patience can be
exhansted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I must
put the position plainly. I am prepared to

« go further. The grent majority of unionists

are good, honest, loyal citizens, but they are
being white-anted by Communists. That is
well known.

Hon, E. M. Davies: Do not bring that
in; it is just a big noise.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A big
noise and a very big stick. Whether I am
right or wrong in that, unquestionnbly we
aTe not getiing the production, and yet we
have more people working now than ever
before.

Hon. G. Fraser: According to figures pub-
lished reeently, we have a larger production
than ever before, .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: During
the iast yvear or so, we have had a larger
production of houses, becanse there has been
better management.
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Hon. G. Bennetts: Because you have more
workers in the industry than we had.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I
suppose the hon. member is aware that a
lot of Servicemen have been demobilised
and are getting back to indusiry. Now as
to the question of price. It has been sug-
zested that no worker ecan afford to pay
£1,600 for a house. I entirely agree, but I
point out that the eost per square of a
houseg in Western Aunstralia is less than in
any other State,

Hon. G. Fraser: It was a few months
ago, but it is not today.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My in-
formation is that it is less today, far less.
T have the actmnal figures here as follows:—

Brick house with two bedrooms:

NSW, Vie Qnd. 5.A. W.A,

£ £ £ . £ £

140 131 125 95 95
Hon. . Fraser: At what date was that?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The

figures were given to me two or three days
ago.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Are you quoting per
square?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon. G. Fraser: During the past month
or 50 there has been a tremendous step up
in prices.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Other
figures are—
Brick house, three bedrooms:
N.B.W, YViec QInd. S.A. WA,
£ £ £ £ £
130 122 120 90 87 -

So Western Australia is doing extremely
well.  Yet houses here are costing £1,500.
Some members have contended that the Act
should not be altered to inerease the amount
to £1,500, but that contention is entirely and
absolutely wrong because people want
houses. Ts it suggested that the Government
should pay the difference between the actual
price and what ought to be the price? Is
it another instance of getting something for
nothing? Whe is going to pay the differ-
ence¥ In the cost of a house, practically
every penny represents lahour.  Whether
it he galvanised iron, most of the cost repre-
sents lahour unti] the iron is put on the roof,
and the same may be said of bricks until
they go into the walls. So the question of
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the higher cost is influenced by the higher
wages. We have to build honses and we
eannot build them more cheaply. Conse-
quently we have to amend the Act so that
the worker may purchase a home, though
admittedly over a long period of years.

I should like members to look at the
parent Aect which defines a worker as a man
who receives up te £500 per annum, apart
altogether from the children. Thus, a worker
nowadays is not the same as the man we
envisaged in former times when his remun-
eration was probably 10s. or 12s. per day.
An amount of €300 is quite reasonable re-
muneration. and it is the man of that type
who is being eatered for. I agree that even
a man on £500 a year would find it ex-
tremelv diffierlt to pay for a house. In
fact, T do not think he could do so. I would
also point out that the previeus Government
inereased the amount to £1,250), so that we
are proposing to add only another £250. As
ibe hon. member interjected, the price of
building has gone up and I regret to say
that it will probably go up still more.

On the question of road construection, to
which there does not seem to be any great
objection, this Bill merely provides for the
Housing Commission to lend the money, but
I have been informed that in almost every
instance satisfactory arrangements have
been made with the loeal authority, and very
often the Commission does pay 50 per cent,
of the cost of the Toad. That clause in the
Bill is intended to make provision to enable
some arrangement {o be arrived at.

Question pot and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt ijn the Chair; the
Ministey for Mines in chavge of the Bill,

Clanses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4—Amendment of Section 9:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER:

amendment-—

That paragraph (a) be struck out with a

view to inserting the following paragraph:

(a) deleting the words ‘‘three ghall be
officers’’ in paragraph (a) of 8ub-
section (2) and substituting the
words ‘‘one shall be-an officer.’!

I move an

The Bili proposes tn increase the strength
of the Commission from five to seven. I
cannot see any reason for having seven
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members on a housing commission. The ten-
dency nowadays is for Governments to shed
administrative responsibilities by appointing
boards and commissions, A commission of
seven in this instanee would be unwieldy. It
is possible to reach saturation peoint in the
appointment of boards and commissions.
The most competent committee is one of
three.  Already the Commission has five
members, to which I am not objecting, but
I do not consider that the number should be
increased to seven, No doubt this is being
proposed in order to appoint a representa-
tive of the returned soldiers and a woman,
but I think this is tantamount to discounting
the ability of the existing members. The
soonet we abolish many of the existing
boards and eommissions, both State and
Federal, the better it will be for the country.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Did not the Govern-
ment get in on that ery?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It did not. The
Government undertook to appoint a woman
to the Commission, but not to inerease the
strength to seven. A commission of Govern-
ment officials administered by the Ministet
would be more effective.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A com-
mission of seven might he unwieldy in many
instances, but in dealing with this extremely
difficult matter it is considered that a com-
mission of seven will be helpful, The Pre-
mier is administering this Aet, and T ack
memhers to give him an opportunity to do
what he thinks best to facilitate the housing
of the people. He should be in & better
position than anyone else to know what is
required. The Commission at present con-
sists of three members of the State service,
a representative of the workers in the build-
ing trade, and a person with a knowledge of
the buikling industry and then there is the
housewife and the returned soldier. This
housing problem is the most difficult which
any Government could possibly deal with.,
Until we have houses, we cannot get schools
or hospitaly or buildings for other institu-
tion<, as these all depend upon housing. T
hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment.

Hon. (1. FRASER: T oppose the amend-
ment to limit the numbher of the Commis-
ston to five, hecause thut wonld mean the
elimination of two of the present members
of the Commission. That would be.a back-
ward step.

[COTUNCIL.]

Hon. C. B. Williams: Would it not be
better if we defeated the Bill and let people
build where they like?

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 cannot see that the
inclusion of a returned Serviceman would
improve the Commission. The Minister did
not reply to certain questions raized Ly we
on the sevond reading debate. I do not
expect the Leader to give away Government
secrets and disclose appeointments fo be
made, but I did raise a point as to the
method of appointment to be adopted. Per-
haps the Minister overlooked that matter
when replying to the second debate.

The Minister for Mines: I did overlook it.

Hon. G. FRASER: Can the Minister give
us some information on that point?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
sorry I overlooked Ar. Fraser's request and
I regret that I have not made the necessary
inquiries. T ean only guess that the Govern-
ment will select a returned Serviceman.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I hope that the Com-
mitte will not agree to the amendment. Two
of the present members of the Commission
should certainly not be replaced. T refer
to the Under Treasurer and to the Principal
Architect, Bothr those men were appointed
to the Commission for the specific purpose
of giving it expert adviee. I do nof think
it uonreasonable that a returned soldier
should be appointed to the Commission, as
the homes being built are principally for
soldiers.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Are any of the present
members of the Commission returned sold-

iers?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not know. We have
had reasons given to us why a woman should
be appointed to the Commission. A woman
is peculiarly sunited to advise on some of the
techniealities eonneeted with a home,

Hon, C. B. Williams: It all deperds on
whether or not she is a public woman.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The woman is in the
home all the time.

Hon. C. B. Williams: She is out all the
time.

Hon. T.. C?AIG: All the memhers of
the (ommission are specialists in their
particalar spheres. It ix not suzgested
that eaeh membker of the Commission
should attend every meeting. When dis-
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cussions relating to finance are in pro-
gress, the Under Treasurer would be pre-
sent, as he would deal with finance matters.
We are fortunate in having on the Com-
mission a man of the calibre of Mr. Reid.
I hope the Committee will not agree to
the amendment.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Why should the
membership of the Commission be in-
ereased? Who suggested it?

The Minister for Mines: The Commis-
sion, the Premier, the Chief Secretary and
all those who know anything about the
matter.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Mr. Craig has
suggested that the members of the Com-
mission should attend its meetings only
when their particular advice is required,

Hon. 1. Craig: I did not say thai. You
are misquoting me!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: How can the Com-
mission function when some of its mem-
bers are absent? Will the inerease in the

membership to seven reduce the cost of -

homes? Will it provide more bricks or
more timber, or get more work out of the
workmen?

The Minister for Mines: That is the in-
tention.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: How ean it be
done?! The members of the Commission
deal only with the office part of the busi-
ness, not with the actnal building of homes.
The suggestion that the Under Treasurer
should attend meetings only when finance
is under diseussion is ridiculous.

The Minister for Mines: T did not say
that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am referring to
what was said by another member. Would
anybody assert that the Under Treasurer
is not more than fully occupied with his
own work? Highly-placed execcutive of-
ticers should not be asked te undertake
work ountside of their own departments. We
had the spectacle some time ago of three or
four prineipal officers doing three or four
jobs. While the Under Treasurer is en-
gaged on the Commission somebody else
must do his work and that is not right.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: He makes a good job
of his work.

Hen. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. Why take
him away from that? Tt is most import-
ant.
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Hon. L. B. Bolton: He does not negleet
it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: He must delegate
his work to someone else while he is ab-
sent. The same remark applies to Mr.
Clare, The plans arc prepared in his de-
partment and would have to be sent back to
the department if any revision were re-
quired.

Hon. {i. Fraser: Do you think the two
suggested to take the place of those who
would be taken off would be good substi-
tutes?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: No. I object
strongly to taking executive heads away
from their work. This has been done over
a long period of years. T hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment.

Hon. . B, Williams: Do you econsider
three members would be sufficient?

Hon, C. . BAXTER: I am not object-
ing to five.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am in agree-
ment with Mr. Baxter. The present Gov-
ernment has appointed a Royal Commis-
sioner to investigate eertain statements or
charges made by a member in another
place, Another place unanimously agreed
to the appointment of that Boyal Commis-
sion and I draw the Committee’s atten-
tion to that faet. Men like the Under
Treasurer and other members of the Hous-
ing Commission should not be burdened
with politicians’ worries, They should be
allowed to devote their whole time fo their
particular work and not be asked to de
half-a-dozen jobs.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I oppose the
amendment. I know of no greater ealamity
that eould overtake the Commission than
the removal! from it of either Mr. Reid
or Mr. Clare. I am not concerned ahout
the Royal Commission nor is Mr. Reid,
Mr. Clare or Mr. Bond. One could travel
throughout the length and breadth of the
State and not find three more competent
officers. They have done a wonderful job.
I agree that Mr. Reid has too much work
and has too many jobs. But this Chamber
will agree that there is no other man who
eould do the work as well as he does it,
from the Treasurer’s angle. No other man
ceuld put up the same case before the
Grants Commission. T dislike hearing this
criticism of such a good man.
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Hen. C. B, Williams: He is going to cost
a lot of money by way of this Royal Com-
mission, through his negligence.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: No.

Hon. C. B. Williams: T am speaking the
trath on this oceasion,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. I.. B. BOLTON: It is essential that
Mr. Clare be on the Commission, The
Premier has been the Minister in charge of
housing since the present Government took
aover. I prefer a committee of three, but
I am prepared to follow the Premier. If
he thinks he can improve the position by
adding a returned soldier and a woman to
the present Commission I am willing to
support him. 1 shall vote against the
amendment.

The MINISTER ¥NR MINES: Owing
tr LI, Daxiers talking .bout nonsense, and
s0 on, I must point out that he apparently
does not appreciate the position,

Hon. C. . Baxter: I suppose you do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Things
have changed since Mr. Baxter was a Min-
ister some fourteen years ago.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have I been asleep?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
50, in this respect. Mr. Reid has been chair-
man of 1his Commission for many years.
More money is involved, and the Commis-
sion is more involved with the Common-
wealth, and Mr. Reid knows more ahout
housing and the Housing Commission than
does any other person in Western Australia.
Owing to the work he has to do in connec-
tion with housing, he has been greatly re-
lieved of his duties in the Treasury. Mr.
Clare is the architect who advises. In ad-
dition, the Housing Commission employs
an architeet full time. The Premier is
particularly concerned with housing, -

Hon. C. B. Williams:
that on his own.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
s0. He desires to have these seven people
to assist him. T am asked whether the ad-
ditional two members will inerease the num.
ber of houses, Quite obviously they are
to be added so as fo expedite and increase
the number of houses being built per annum,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is it not rather a
question of materials?

He has not got

{COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
not only that, but a matter of getting them
to the job and getting men to the job. That
is a tremendous task.

Hon, C, B. Williams: You did not say
that at the elections.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
members to agree to the elanse,

T ask

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. - .. 6
Noes . .. .. 18
Majority against 10

AYES,
Hon. ¢. F. Baxter Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. 0. G. Latham Hon. Q. B, Williama
Hon. I A. Logan Hon., H. L. Rache
(Teler)
NoEs. R
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. W. J. Mnnn
Hon, H. J. Boylen "Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon. H. §. W. Parker
Hon. L. Craig Hon. 0. H. Simpaon
Hen, H. A. C. Daffen Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. E. M. Davies Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon, G. Fraser Hon, G. B. Wood ’
Hon. E. H. Gray Hoen. L. B, Bolton
(Peller
Paln,
No.

AYE. |

Hon. J. G, Hislop Lan. F. E. Gibson

A'mcndment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Amendment of Seetions 26 (1),
81 (2) (b), 40 (1) (b), 47 (2) and 49 (2)
{h):

Hon. B, H. GRAY: I oppose the clanse.
1f there has been any mistake made it hag
been in connection with the amount spent
on the more expensive houses. For every
five homes erected at this price, we lose
the construction of one. Every speaker
in both Houses has stressed the faet that
many people are living under intolerable
conditions, and children are being brought
up in eireumstances which must affect them
from every point of view. A man who ean
afford fo pay £1,500 for a house should
make arrangements with a building society,
hank or some other private concern. In
the principal Aet this section is side-headed :
“workers’ dwellings.” We went far enough
last session by increasing the amount to
£1,250. The term “working man” has to
be stretched to include a man earning over
£500 a year.
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The Honorary Minister: £1,500 ig not too
much to spend today.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: It is not a fair thing
to the average working man, I advise the
Committee to vote against this clanse.

Hon, I. CRAIG: I am surprised at Mr.
Gray. He is a little out of touch with build-
ing costs, I spent last Friday afternocon
with a man whose full-time job is that of
valuing houses in Sydney. I went through
the northern suburbs with him and looked
at houses being built and some already eon-
structed and T made inquiries as to costs.
We in this State have nothing to worry
about in connection with costs, compared
with those in New South Wales. The Minis-
ter quoted ecosts per square. His figures are
out of date. In Queensland the costs of an
ordinary house are based on £180 a square.

A house costing £1,250 here would cost
£1,600 to £1,800 there. Other than prefabri-
cated houses, which no member of this Com-
mittee would have, there are few workers’
homes costing as little as £1,500. The sav-
ing by having a prefabricated house was not
very great hecause the foundations are all
brick. The land on which the houses were
being built—seven to nine miles from Syd-
ney—was two and three times as costly as
it would be here. If we desire to have decent
houses for working men and, to use Mr.
Gray’s words, comfortable dwellings for
them, it is not at all unlikely that the full
amount of £1,500 will be required.

Hon, E. H, Gray: Not yet.

_.Hon, G. Bennetts: It depends upon the
size of the family.

Hon. I, CRAIG: No, that is for a four.
voomed house with other requisites,

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not in Western
Australia,

Hon, L. CRAIG: No, in New South
Wales. Much of the equipment required for
houses here is obtained from New South
Wales. I tried to get the answer to that, and
could find no explanation other than that
the workers here work betier than those
in New- South Wales, I think the increase
of £250 is essential because building ecosts
will rise considerably in view of the higher
wages due to start on the Ist of January
and the inanguration of the 40-hour week.
The increase in respect of those two matters
is estimated at 15 per cent. The provision
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in the Bill i5 wise, and it does not mean
that the worker must have that full amount.
Many workers have considerable sums of
money laid aside,

Hon. E. H. Gray: I want to give the hot-
tom dog a chance.

Hon, L. CRAIG: The fact that provision
is made in the Bill for an advanee of up to
£1,500 will enable a man to avail himself
of that amount if he desires, but it does
not mean that he must take it.

Hon, G. FRASER: I have to disagree
with Mr. Gray in this matter. During my
secand reading speech I criticised the in-
erense from £1,250 to £1,500 on the ground
that if the Government showed greater in-
terest in the matter of materials, it wonld
be possible to decrease building costs by
£300 per house. Any increase in the cost of
materials and due to the introduetion of the
40-hour week could be offset if a regular
supply of malerials were available for build-
ing. That would aveid the loss of time due
to lack of materials. Up to £300 is allowed
for lost time on jobs, My fear is that with
the inerease to £1,500, there is % possibility
that the man most in need of a home will
suffer because he will not be able to put
down as big a deposit as those more favour-
ahly cireumstanced, and the latter will have
preference in the alloeation of homes. The
Minister quoted figures to show a comparison
between costs here and in South Australia,

ut they were rather out of date and in
view of the increased costs loeally, par-
ticolarly Quring the last two or three
months, we do not know how our figures
would compare with those in South Austra-
lia at the present stage, If the Minister
will give me assurance that consideration
will be given to applications irrespective of
the amount of deposit lodged, I will be
satisfied. I am not keen on the inecrease to
£1,500, but T shall support it on the ground
that. unless we adopt that course, workers
will not be able to build brick houses but
only wood and asbestos structures.

Hon. E. H, Gray: That does not apply
now,

Hon. G, FRASER: No, because so far
the amount of advance has been sufficient
to cover the cost of a brick home, but that
will not apply in future. In my opinion
the Government should give consideration
to erecting homes with brick veneer.
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The Honorary Minister: You would net
save much,

Hon. G. FRASER: The saving would
be approximately 10 per cent, on brick
work, which is a consideration. I -realise
that if €1,500 has to be spent on the erec-
tion of a home, very few people will be
ahle to own their own dwellings but they
will have at least security of temure, which
is a matter worthy of consideration.

Hon, G. BENNETTS: 1 share Mr.
Fraser’s opinion with repard to the de-
posits, In one part of my province a long
time ago those who were given houses built
at that time were not those on the hread-
line but those in receipt of a fair wage. T
want to safeguard the interesis of those
who are guffering hardship. I am afraid
that when applicalions are considered, the
individuals providing the largest deposits
will get the homes. 1 cerfainly support
Mr. Fraser with regard to the necessity for
a better flow of materials.to builders, Lazt
week T approached 2 builder at- Kalgeorlie
with regard to & job I wanted carried ont
and he fold me that he had seven places
held up for want of galvanised iron, fioor-
ing and so on. The same applies to the
Fresh Air League’s hostel at Esperance.
The firsi eontingent of children is sapposed
to be sent down on the 8th January, but
the timber for the building is not there and
the builder has cight men idle for lack of
materials. A deputation from the Kalgcor-
lic Municipal Council met Mr. Bond and
other represeniatives of ,the Workers’
Homes Board and each builder present put
up the same argument.

Hon. €. ¥, Baxter: Will the position not
be better now with seven members of the
Commission?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: If timber is not
available, they ean do nothing, I know
a case that would give the Premier a head-
ache.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon.
member realises we are dealing with Clause
5 which concerns the raising of the advanee
from £1,250 to £1,500.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: The point I am
waking deals with that pbase. A persen
with five children is in no position to pay
a big deposit and T am frightened that the
application in the case I have in mind
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will not receive favourahle consideration,
although the woman concerned will be put
on the streets in three weeks time, aceord-
ing to a court order.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some mis-
coneeption exists regarding the proposal to
raise the advance to £1,500, In the last Bill
dealt with, the amount was fixed at £1,250,
and the present Bill will permit of advaners
being made up to £1,500. Prices of house
building supplied to me within the last fort-
night show very little difference in cost as
between brick and timber houses. A four-
roomed brick house costs £€1,297 and a
four-reomed timher house £1,129, while a
five-roomed brick house costs £1,493 and
a five-roomed timber house £1,210. Mem-
bers may rest assured that whatever may
have happened in the past, homes are now
allocated to those most in need of them.
That applies to houses for letting and
houses for purchase on time payment.

Hoen. G. Fraser: None of those has been
built yet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
that is the amendment embodied in the
measure,

Clause pui and passed.
Clause 6, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted,

ADJOURNMENT—-SPECIAL,

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. M.
8. W. Parker—XMetropolitan-Suburhan):* 1
move—

That the House at its rising adjourm till
7.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.



